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Hammerstein Built a Beautiful
Theatre in The Kingsway, and
“Opened With Debts”

By H. E. KREHBIEL
CHAPTER VII

(Copyright, 1018, hy H, B Krehbia] )

B. HAMMERSTEIN did not long
lie quiescent on the field of
battle after the war with lhis
Metropolitan rivals. Manageri-

ally be had been decapitated, but hia head-
1as8 trOnK WS like the Irishman's snake,
:i.‘ bat not cognizant of the faet, while
nis trankless head was like that of the vie-
«m of Ko-Ro's fietitiousa execution:

ayow tho” you'd have said that hend was
(ril;sdtho owner dead was he),
1t stood on its neck, with a smile well Lired
And bowed three timea (to me)"-
pooh-bah tells ns, if that avistocratic indi-

taritial account of the inci-
Githert's operntic poople
for the odification of tho Mikade ig
I, The Metropolitan's sahre true,
hrough the Hammerstoi-
tebre, the Hammersteinian
nead bowel t most politely to Mr. Gil-
bert's home city. Its owner had been eomi-
pelled to relinguish his managerial ambi-
tion for & space in fonr great American
cities, but the rest of the world was his
opster coulu fe but open it. Mr. Ham-
meratein rrzolved to try, end fnserted the
point of his ewerd in the world's periphery
it London. FHe was in Europe when the
rntract of sule was signed by his eon,
Before sal from New York he had spoken
of his pians for the next meason in New
York and Philadelphia.” These plans em-
braced p reform in the sale of tickets ghme-
thing like that which was foreed upon the

1
Jdearls

afsn cervical ve

Metropolitun cnmpany three wears after-
ward by & disgraceful =zeandal, and alsn
the er nt of & Russian ballet, toward
which the “houshts of mansgers in London
and New ¥ tnd been turned by a
Parisian s
e Told Them About His
London Project

Theugh Berred frim the field of grand
epers, that of comic aporn or eperetta was
free to him, and to this form of entertain-

pened  the  Manhiattan Opers
1910, with an ex-

Ittle piece called “Hans,
r.'" adapted fram the French,

gcehey

ptember 20,

w had at its

i (i3 firet pro-
doetien at Monte Cirla, in 1008, and at the
Theatre Apollo, in Paris, in the spring of

110, Called hefore the curtsin o
gecond wct on the first night in New York
Mr, Hrmmerstein tnld his audience thut
he {ntended poing to London, not for the
purpose of making 1t his permanent hmie,
hut to edy: o few enterprise an whieh
he bad embarked. U make by
that he had slready formed s resolution to
feb up & rival to the ancient vs ty
ment in Covent Garden and that his v
was for the purpose of finding a site for
8 tew opers hanse. Abput & year befare
this time a wide thoroughfare had been
opened in London in the beart of & distriet
vich with the clusterings of thrutrieal {ia-
ditiernis. Tt was called The Kingsway, was
shout srnidistant from Covent Garden and
Drary Lane and dehouched into the Strand,
In this

nn e hut

spacinus  street Mr. Hammerstoln
caured bheautiful theatra t0 he huilt of
franite &nd marble at a enst of ahout
§TR0.000.  OFf the money cxpended on the
tonatr nn £300,000 eame fram the €ale of

the Philadelphia and New York interects,
that sum being still in his handz #fter he

o
Yad paid off the mortgege held he Mr.
Stoteek similar encumbrances op the
Manhat Opera Mousa, the Victoria snd

the Re
New Yor 1
ahout =IR0.O0D

theatre, whieh he owned, in
othier debts amounting to

With oharacteristic confidence and en-
frey he bepan his Lendon experiment, and
tad geen the foundations of his rew biild-

ing laid when He returnced to New York, in
Ja

suw liis
question: “What

oren the hause with 7"

teristic also w

o

vas the reply; I always

e with debss ™

8w sugrestion that the English
People might nat take lim seriously, and
Ot came wnother exhibition of his ehar-
Retep:

"Lowill make them, Tt is mot a auestion
of what they will de. but of what T shall
do."

! sking No English
“ X Help at All

The tlory of the London atieinpt ¢in be
8y B shntt interlude lere. The nneTa
“ouse in THe Kingsway was opencd on No-
I'_“-fﬂber 18, 1011 with e performance of

Que Vadisw  age Hammersteln was i3
amn Manaper:  ho ed: no English help,

1
Bt called fo Hia
#1d Gapible gers

le two trust aithial

vt fram New York, Liyle
.“' Andrews Jiteques Coing, who had
E80 respietivaly treasurar and stage man-
MRS at the Munhattan (prera House, At
he outset forrune seemed to smile pro-
n;t-.ngr!:.‘ tpon the undertinking. On the
PORINE nipht tho reco pis amounted to
:,';;LU:R'-“{'” and in the first week to over
LA winter sencon of fifteen weoks
TS given, nt ) twelve operas were
Perfarme Ald s fummer senson of twelve
Yeekn, from April 22 1o July 19, 1912

Among tha operas performed in this second
fEASOD was ‘Los Cluehies Corapville,”
which the redoubitable manager himself con-
dtfcl['d- Then came an ineident of a kind fa-
m”".” Cnough to operatic history, but eon-
ferning which the publie js selidom inlormed,
.]_r'.» closing day= of Mr. Stanton's consul-

P at the Metrapolitan Opera House sww
;:’:hcﬂﬂ oeturrence; the eloaing days of
AL Grau's guott uf which
ributed Ly yow ai3peor LIRIUI:J!(‘S e
touchied/at Tos royalty, and suspicion  has
der the H' :“I‘t ".”"-‘. _"f tho ||1'u-lu{"l=.rlrr:.t‘~ -
i k"v-llrr -Er-rt adnministraion, Dioings of
the £ ““}0'“-' no mdral turpitude; yet
Iy yt];:-u ulwayge furrounded with mystery.
i Present instance o wealthy and

1
itled amatenr composer wrate an opera,
*anted to have it

Piper for hig

de

% ler, in the first
e veward (nok 4.

dance. Lord HMoward de

Walden's “The Children of Don” was pro-
duced by Mr. Hamnierstein a fortnight be-
fore the close of the season, It was a pre-
tentions work and made a dismal failure,
soogreat oo failure, indeed, that although
Lord Howard was the helder of n mort-
cage for £40,000 on the opern bouse and
had econtributed a large sum for the pro-
tuetion of the opera, Mr. Hammerstein re-
fused to give it the third perfarmance
which the composzer asked or demanded.
Thereupon there came a rupture of rela-
tions, which had fateful CONEEQUencas,

On the Inst night of hiz senson Mr. Ham-
merstein, following his Anerican methods
addressed the London publie in a Epeech
from the stage, in which e said that he
wis going to New York to laok after his
home interests, but would bhe back for 1he
next season with new singers and uew
operas.  The business whieh eallod him
back to New York grew out of entangle-
ments at tha Vietoria Theatre, which had
teen his miost prolific source of supply in
his carlier enterprises. Returned to Amor-
ica, he made a contract of rental and sale
of the Kingsway house, through Mr. An-
drews, to Mr. Stanley Denton, a gentleman
who was reputed to have an indome of
£30.000 a year. The new manager made the
theatre the home of a review entitled
“Come Over Here,” which achieved a popu-
lar sneeess. The overliend expenses of the
house, however, were so great that he bhe-
came invelved in finaneial difficnlties, and
defaulted in his payments to Mr, Hammer-
stein.  Thereupon Lord Moward foreclosed
the mortgnge and became the owner of the
house,  Mr. Hammerstein lost the
amount of his investment.

whole

Returned to New York, Mr. Hammerstein
devoted the summer to an adiustment of
the affairz of the Vietorin Theatre and to a
search for mew worlds to ennquer, with
faith in himself undimmed and COUram -
daunted. Tp from the quapmira flow the
olid dgnis fafuns—opera at popular prices.
In Nowvember, 1912, he broached new
seheme to the publie. Ye wanted to build
another opera house nnd in it produce Enp-
lish opern ut prices ranping from §3 down
to 50 cents, but he confeesed thal te dn
thi= it would be necessary for him o ah-
tain the enn<ent of the Metropolitan Opera
Company, the contract with which, he said,
prevented Him from piving opsra on his
own aecount and also stond in the way of
his nezeptanen of two offers of
0re

his

BERISH

e,
n music publishing louse, the
other from a Russian improsaris eonnected

with the Royal Opern at 8t Petershurg,

from

The statement was chartacteristic of a
time when the air was full of stories shout
aew rivals of the Metrapolitan ecampany,

and no tale eould be told so absurd that it

|
|
|
|
|
|

ry Ope

ra

War

Mr. Hammerstein's Opera House in The Kingsway, London

would not find publication and eredence.
Thera was no laval Opera in St Petershure
with. which an impresario could he con-
neeted, hut anly the Imperial Russian Opera

administered through a court official by the

Czar himself, who was not likely to con-
eern himself with operatic profects in
America. As to the other interest, the atate-
ment sounded like an echo of some talk
in which Mn Tita Rieordi had indulged two
years before at o Juncture when the Metrao-
politan peaple professed to be big with nn
ambition to foster opora In the viernaealare,
At a dinner w 1 rrew
R E S ELTRG by tho M 'S
offer of a prize for an opera in English hy
a native composor Mre. Ricardi, whose puhli-

oubnf 8 movemoent

tropelitan comnpar

the Metro-
eonsiderable to
preater numhber
United States,

cations ocelnind a larire pars of
politan repertory, had
shout the nepd of an
opera houzes in the

ENY
af

The talk was a symptom of the prevalent

operatic mania, anything bat philanthrople
in motive, and bofore Me, Ricordi refurned
to Ttaly e hal given o anietus to the story

that the hoten of Ricondi w
gago in sueh an entorprisp
Amierican
conlrol

nhout tn en-

the sanpuine
operd  thought,
opera houses in
Italy not Tor altruistic ends or always for
the good of art; but te promote
fripnrid it
that syslem
uced here that the Meotra-

fall

of
pubilis

ehampions
Ttalian

1Brs

il enfo-

was b
the

their publiceationa, alse
i

e ant

i 4 Te in &nome circles

night |l

o

politan

1S,
i3]

Hammprs

under sitepicion

COMTHINY

in

Prennrinary st

' not Ingons
obligations Metropal
He addressed a letter to the directe of

the ¢ompa oullining his plan and ax

: thelr consent to fts executlon, He also

| consulted Paul Cravath, esq., one of the
company's directors, who as their legal ad-
viger had drawn up the contract of sale.
Mr. Cravath waa not inimical to the project,
in which, like Mr, Hammerstein, hie saw an
educational influence which might in time
result in making the populur opera a feeder
to the more arvistocratic establishment, It
so chanewd, however, that Messrs, Kahn and
Vanderhilt were in Furope at the time, and
a eonsideration of the letter Bad to wait
upon their return, After threa weoks, on
December 18, 1912, the dircetors gave their
anewor refusing to allow Mr, Himmerstein
to proceed with his project, Their refusal,
they said, was linsed upon their belisf that
New York eould not or would not support
two opern houses and that Mr. Flammor-
stein's projeet threatonod horm to the oxist-
ing institution,

A

They pave the full text of thele letter to
the newspapers, They quoted Mr. Hammer-
stoin’s words (or rather these of his =om,
Arvthur, wio had acted ss his atforney in
faet), in which he epoke of the enormous
inerense in the eost of opera hy reason of
the exuctions of singers, the ruinous cost of
the ¢ bhetween the houses und his
conviction that one house could serve the
of ppern hetter than and that
the Metropolitan, because of ita practieal
subsidy tironeh its stockholders, could het-
falfil the pubilic The statement
nut the prospect of apera in English

at the Metropolitan “on a basls which would
Saveid eonfliet with the present season of

Prospect of Opera
in English

Xl

CAuse

fwo

ter need.

haeld

opera in Itallan, French and German.”
Even “with its enormoeus success” of the
praceding year, sald the letter, the Metro-
politan company had “made practically no
nrofit and hetter results were not expected
for the current year.”

On the day on which the letter of the di-
rectors appeared Mr. Hammerstein in the
brepzy way which made the newspapers his
willing bellmen, and even champions, an-
nounced that he was willing to go ahead
with his project regardless of the terms
of Tis agreement. “If the press and the
public give me sufficient evidenes that they
want me to give grand opera in English [
will do it," were the words of his definnece.

A Tnew operatic projeet essentially like
that of Mr. Hammeratein now bogan to take
shape in the City Club. Whethier or not it
wag born of the purpose of Mr, Hammer-
stein and the refusal of the Metropalitan
directors T shall not attempt to say, It
was suspected by some that the project
rooted in the plan which had been outlinad
in the letter to tha Metropolitan directors
and the fact that the leading spirfts of that
directorate at onea gave it moral and physi-
cal support lent the semblance at least of
probability to the theory that City
Ciub’s scheme of gmiving “municinal” opieTA
in the New Theatre, now ealled the Century
Opera Houose, had been concrived for the
purpose of discouraging 3r. Hamnerstain
from proceeding with his andertaking, Mr,
Hamnierstein made the cliarge openly at the
time and mef with a denial from the spokes-
man of the Metropolitan eompany, In his
latterday communieations on subjeet
with me he has not reiterated it, but seems
to have assumed that the plan was Born in
the minds of some of the gentlomen of the

the

tha

Across to London

-9
£
]

‘Returning, He Pursued His Old

Ignis Fatuus of Opera at
Popular Prices for All

club before he addressed the Metropolitan
directors,

The hiztory of the nndertaking which
grew out of the public spirited endeavor of
the City Club deserves attention, which it
shall reeeiva in these columns later; I am
| now direetly concerned with the other proj-
ect,  Mr, Hammerstein's acts now beecome
more significant than his words, In March,
19138, he hought a plot of land at Lexington
| Avonue and Fifty-first Street and announced
that he would begin within two weeks to
build an opera house on it, which would he
opened wo November 10, The style of per-
formance should be that which he had pro-
posed to tho directors of the Metropolitan
company. The site was that formerly oc-
cupied by the Nursery and Child's Hozpital,
76 feat on Lexington Avenue by 220 feat
on Fifty-first Street. The building was to
cost §1,000,000. Throngh the newspapers ha
told the publie that he was going to give
opera in English, and if the Metropolitan
direetors didn't lilee it they might-go to the
courts for redress. Ng other man being
found willing te throw himself inta the
breach for English opera, ha was going to

| do it, Why? He answered the question
thus: “I am a child of New York, I revel

in its greatness. It has about one hundred
theatres, has a good sociaty apera housn, but
has no opera house for the population at
larga. Our munieipality can net and will net
aid in the founding and maintaining of such
an edifice and to our government such a
proposition never appeals. With what I am
doing T will earn the approbation of my fel-
low citizens and the millions of lovers of
music and adherents of musical eulture, , , .
The house will be known as the ‘American
Opera Honse.” I think I will open Monday,

November 10, at B o'elock.”
s Ironbound as Verbose

A Phraseology Can Make It

A merry war wag thus proclaimed, and
right merrily was it earried on in the news-
| papers.  On March 27 the Metropolitan di-
| rectors gave out the text of the elause in

the contract of sale which prohibited Mr

Hammerstein and his son Arthur from em-

barking in any grand opeéra enterprises until

1920, It seemed to be as ironhound as ver-

hoea legnl phraseology could make it. When

this portion of the contract of sale was
made public Mr. ITammerstein retorted that
the overtures to purchase his opera inter-

ests had coma from the Metropolitan di-

rectors and that he had not listened to

them until he bhad broken down so com-
nletely in mental and physical health that
hiz physician had commanded him to cease
work, Thereupon he had put the matter in
the hands of his son Arthur and sailed for
FEurcpe, leaving a power of atinrney for
his son. He denied that he had ever con-
templated abandoning the giving of opers,
bt powor of attorney, signed on
Awnril 15, 1910, he had expressly empowered

his

hig gon Lo enter into an agreement in writ-
ing to the effect that he wouald not for the

The Strange Edges of

FLREADY the world hefore the

var looks like world,

It isn't so far away vet tor

give it perspective, yet some-

times imaginative persons like Mr, Wells
can project themselves back in such a

anofher

as

way that it all takes on the strange
edpes of an old picture book. He does
that in “The Education of Joan and

Peter.” a new Wellzian novel, gections of
whith are being printed in “"The New
Republic.”  Seeing Germany in the past
whin she was gathering forees to throw
herself on civilization, by the Light of all
the events that followed is fasecinating.
Mr, Wells's young Peter was in Moscow,
and tn Moscow he was reminded by dis-
similarity of Germany. HRussia was "un-
conrdinated.”

“Hut all the ather north temperaté raced,
t seomed to Oswald, as distinguished from
RATER LA
theat of Tl
minds moved frocly ino s preal old systen
thut had Yost its hold opon t But the
Germap views were courlinated, They wore
tremendously ;

the Germuns, hod the snmo supgirestion

unepdrdinated  ini
oI,

codrdinatel Sy duys

o be wnd Peter had been awut (=
Sunday morning parade aloneg Vnler doen
Linden. They hwd gare ta see the wiiit
tronserod pudrds Kleking theis legs oul in

fihad
stanis this
frad walked atony Unter den Tinden tn tho

the moose step oulside the gusrdhinuge

onpesite the Kaiser's pak

Brandenbure Tor, and then, altep et -
ing ‘that vainglorious trophy of pilad conn-
e oursido the ed A, tarned down tho
Sicpes Allee. and S0 daane Bileksto s Adion
by wiy oF the Leipaiger Filats Bedee: Tl
';;-L-r. ;ﬁiw_‘ to many fhings, but Oswahi's
attention had been concentrated almoat ex

elusively on the youngsters they wore pass

ing, for the most paret plungp, pink-faced
Audents in eorps enps. very erect in fheir
hearing and wvery tight dn their elothes,
They were un absolutely (distinet vavioty of
voung human male, A pueriie militariem
pogsessed them wlli They exchangod salie
tations with thoe wtmost punctilio.. Whilo

Engiand had Been taking her ehildeen from
the hands of (e i
them as letting them dovelop by default
into notes of interrogation, Germany with-
out halt or hesitation had moulded hew gift
of youth into soldiers,

“There had heen a moment like a thun-
derelap while Oswald and Peter had been

ioand not go much nig

near the Brandenburg Tor. A swilt wave
of oxpectation had swept through the
crowd; there had been n galloping of

mounted policemen, n huostling of traffic to
the side of the read, a hasty lining up of
melodious tootling

speetntors. Thoen with
and amid gutteral plaudits, a big white au-
tomobile earrving a ghitter of uniforms had
gone by, d@iven at a headlong pace. ‘I?r.r
Kaiger!® Just for a moment the mapgnifi-

performed and paid the | cence hung in the eye—and passed. What

&

ages, one diztinctive pallid face, something

meladrin U sl

prent hirry il Wit
lhe sound of {rumpel.: s tirune wof vnsh
enterprise in’ siinine armoer gl o mailod
This: wid e symbal upon which thess
mnge Germans were being eoncentrated.
wits the ideal that had gripped them
somothing vy madern and yol romantic,

sometliing st reenlitte. i
whither? A any ng agnificently
somewhere,  That wer of b 1t
wia oing aomew e For good or bad, it
waE an infinitely more nttrnetive lind than
the ¢ rilly wnd Contdom |

wils Tailing to held
st youngs Russinns, or
bion of the Brikish imperial i
it i Al e hopting Perer find §
end wnd b Ao 1

HC ek Ll (o 15 A AR t

1] hatirt hin i ] L
hia I bl ety i fifel

L aman

an

and Terlin, Tt had been a very typleal
svoung Germun, plasses and all; and his
elothes lonkad twice az hard as Peter's, and
hesat up =tiffly white Peler slouched on the
eat. Tl evidwdtly wanted to air his Eng-
ligh, while Teter Had not the rematest de
<ire toonir his Germnn, and only botraved a

knoWwlodgs of German when it was necessary

inelish plirase the Oerman
ffirite gracn,

to explain some
tliikn 't

in tuo much of a

e ropented,
HEWe enme intoowardd politics late, said

vovoung Germpn, Tnd

v Damald's iden

his own point of view. *We have murh
18

] il

(1) WD

nat

fend their

Oawald did not nsk what route to disilla-
PBur he
belfeved {hat she would eopie Lo (disillugion-

sionment Germany might choose.
ment, Sie was only alittle later in phase
than her npighliors; that was all, 1n the
end they would sea that that white-cloaked
heroie figure in the automobile Jed them to
futility as surely ad the gidolong Czar. Not
that way must the natlons pn,

“Oswald zaw no premonition of a world
tatactraphe in this German yvonng:ter's de-
votion to an ideal of militant ageression,
norin the whole brond sy le of =train-
he and Peter

ME Preparntion Agrass w

travelled that winter from A to Wir

hallen.,
e was, ns it were. magically blind He
ol om the Hanover platform and
mark Lhe Inrgone thinl stutions, the
Tiroadl apr tt sidines
the firame b

thit

na sig
BV AEApE 8 (U5 (1 1l
Ehiin EHIE TR e
elhow room on thieir raily
I #uppose dand iz choapor.' Tla i

LA swoman s et
/ o £t i o he boith pecthy w1
posacsiadl of gy ideal whiel
cortainle < fhe  easd  with Mizg
el i vaung worman siill fn he
, who got ived of heinus N
whe preoductions, s 8
fittod 1 ow 1 MuUVEment
{hie writsaed YT Spangled Ban
ner” Knowns to ol Ar
Miaa  Pultoiyg who ohnirman of the
Magor's Commitiee on  t) Navkiofinl An
them, spraadd Her ean T
whias nt pavly el Hew tl 1
matien  pletnre
tiashed the words of the nntin ni
i el 1 i m M AT
Fitzin saneg tho song from the steps of the

ity Hall,

A fow wecks apo Miss Fulton, then en-
tirely unknown to- the politicians of Cite
Hall Park, eafled on Henry MceDonald, di-
rector of the Mavoer's Committes on Nation-
al Defenee, and told him that 8 wis 5 shame

that Americans (lid not know the warda of

their ewn national anthem.  Mr McDonald
agrecd, nod w wn intorested in the you
womun's seheme that le had her appoin

ehairman of the Muvor's Natlonal Anth

Committee, Miss Fulton then got the Mag

or to proelaim September 14 as National

I, had they seen? Cloaks, helmets; hard vis- | Anthum Day.

Star-Span

Tho first eesull of the movement snlmis
1Tk B R 4 motionpaeto ey houses end o
the'stops af the o Cits Flall, and Miss Fitton

Wiss tielen Fulton

M Commitlee on
the National Anthem

Chairman of the Hor's

led Banner

i onow moving on te Waahingt wh

ngrn

s htpes to extend her tilen,

Ao film depictine the story of the Star-
Spaneleil. Banner (5 now balhe prepnred
wrd il Be valesssi Fop ths anat ng of the
drive Newspapers published in foreien
ImnEuREes ape a8 gl i tha campaign by
printing translationg af thicwords with the

mirsic; =o0 that thoss not aneiking B
may lenrn the anthom and be abile
tin their own lnusuages
Miss Fulton's erthuein il her o step
o What Mayoer Hylan did wpnlie
nrly to the eity,  Mi

tor to Roeprosentative

15 &

iry 6f Tamm

the

gressman from

Hves, tirging him 'tn

in Congresa

a bill giving national recopnition to the an-

them, as the army and tha navy have glven
thair

recognition. Congroseman  Smith

wrote in reply that he believed th

@ purpose
might be attpined with less delay and less
Congressional sratory by éxecutive awietion,

He, therefore, wrote to Seeretuty Tamulty,

setting forth the ishes. of

Miss Fulton.

she  has  pegtived Bepresentative
Smith & copy of Mr, Tumulty’s letter to
him on the subject, in which Mr Tumulty

wrote that he had brought the matter to

from

j the President's atiention.

P_ié‘ture

-~ —_—

Book

nothineg of the of fate pointing
straicht ont of all thiz large tidy prepared-
. Peter nnd PAREPNIEATS
arl a1l the youth of the world. He thought
monarchy an old
thing in Russia and in Britain and in Ger-
many alike.

Fepy

finter

o<y it thoip fallow

imperialistic was dead

Berling

indeed in every photngra-
phet's, was the touched- :
Ka » looking heroie,

cavids of him and of Hig sor
sorin and Hitle imperial granddnildren and
the Tikn; they were all as dull and dreary

looking as rovaiting onn Lo and (G wasd

ineondely to Uawald that sueh firures
rale the imagination of a
Fle ol not

in the world

yog

hehingd

imperinlist

b 1E ant and disill
slonsd than aithér of s eroat parallels
Live =t and west Hae did not rofloet th

v3tent e larm uniil its Hands are
t: n oY the ol pawer Il
tould #t0l believe thay W bt i
Mietisoly ured (i i
ki nipirs e L
slehy riv
| ]l ol i vy
anid i 1
nothing bevond the 1 £
pired lwvas running i f
Thatswag (Jio thing th i
=H 1 [ #{52L]

ter the wholn vouth
Lo oL h
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term of ten years be engaged, directly or
indirectly or in any way, with the business
of producing opera.

Gn April 1B, 1918, Mr. Hammerstein an-
nounced to the world that he had bor-
rowed 8335000 for his operatic enterprise
and would begin building as =oon as he got
a title to the ground. Twelve days later
he gave out a statement that if the City
Club peraisted its purp he would
abandoen igh opera plan and enter
into th Metropolitan
Opera Company by giving French and Ital-
isn opera at Metropolitan prices, Later, I
believe, he horrowed $450.000 from the Man-
hattan Life Insurance Compuny, which he
put into the Lexington Avenne properiy, in
addition to $200,000 which he had obtained
from the United Booking Company for the
privilege of giving vaudsvills a¢ the Palace
Thestre, which the zone in
whieh he held a monapoly for the Victoris
Theatre,

competiti

waz within

Fram

the profits of this play
house he had aceuwmulated a furthier sum of
3100,000. 1le hkad made w3
singers, confident that nal project
would not meet with opposition from the
Metropolitan directors, He had taken coan-
sel of distinguished juriets and refected the
common senss adviea of thoss concermed
with him in the administration of his theat-
rieal affnira, )

With his opera company he purposad to
give performances in a large numbeg of
cities throughout the country and to mow
opera houses broadcast wherever he gonli
obtain @ gift of land on which to bulld and
a loan. He probahly felt that ha weas: Justi
fied in his effort to wive opera for'a sup-
posedly famishing publie no matter what
Interpretation the purchasers of hia Inter
ests in New York and Philadelphi
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